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Summary of scientific research

My early work centred around an innovative examination of the primary function of the idea of participation
in the core theological approach of St. Thomas Aquinas, especially with regard to the crucial point of the
question of the "participation (of man) in the divine nature" (2 Pt 1:4). The main and new conclusion was
that man, because he is free, i.e. causa sui, is his own cause in the order of the re-creation not only of his
own growth but also of the communication (ko yia) Of divine grace to another human being, to a "you"
who freely wants that grace. As a subsequent follower of the contemporary philosophical current which seeks
the "rehabilitation” of Aristotle, | emphasized that the "Stagirite” was the first to expound a positive notion of
spiritual reality beginning with the human experience of superior activities such as feeling, thinking, wanting
and enjoying. Aristotle did this through his meta-categories of power (gyyquic) and energy ( (evepyel Q) which,
although they serve initially to explain move ment, subsequently aIIow a metap ysical explanation of the living
human subject, of the suffering and acting "self" - a question discussed in detail by modern philosophy. Drawing
upon the most recent developments in critical research into the structure of the thought of Aristotle (N. Hartman,
P. Ricoeur and my teacher C. Fabro), | examined the different interpretations of this philosopher, especially
those propounded during the medieval period by Thomas Aquinas and during the modern era by Hegel. In
his Encyclopaedia (482) Hegel rightly observes that no concept has been more subject to misunderstanding
than that of freedom, which expresses the essence of the spirit. This was the new anthropological idea that the
classical world, including Aristotle, was light years away from. For this reason, | have recently argued, "realised
freedom" or freedom achieved by the truth (John Paul 1) became the new criterion for the hermeneutics of
history, culture and religions. | also proposed that realised freedom, as a real quality of the human being and
not mere potentiality, should be the criterion to be employed in the analysis of Christian history.
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